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ABSTRACT.—As many as 50 000 Levant Sparrowhawks (Accipiter brevipes) are counted during migration at
the northern end of the Gulf of Aqaba each spring. We present data from 1819 migrants that were
captured and ringed at Eilat, Israel: 459 from 1984—88, 21 from 1989-95, and 1345 captured from 1996—
2000. Of these, 396 (22%) were adult females, 631 (35%) were adult males, 359 (20%) were juvenile
females, and 433 (24%) were juvenile males. We compare migration timing and body sizes in juvenile
(i.e., firsttime spring migrants) and adult migrants, and in males and females. Wing chord length and
body mass in males and females changed significantly with date of arrival. Further, a significant corre-
lation was found for both sexes between wing chord length and body mass in spring. Within age classes,
both wing chord and body mass declined significantly with date of ringing. Body mass was also signifi-
cantly related to size obtained from PCA analyses (PC1), both in males and fernales. We computed also
standardized residuals of body mass on PCl. Date of passage was also significantly correlated to the
standardized residuals, both in males and females. This suggested, testing for allometry vs. isometry,
that birds in better than expected ‘condition’ migrated earlier. Moreover, results from analysis of vari-
ance revealed that body mass and age were significantly related to the date of passage. The median date
of passage for adults preceded that of juveniles by 2.5 days. We believe Juveniles on their first spring
passage migrate slower than adults and that they are more likely to be later and in poorer body con-
dition.
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MIGRACION DIFERENCIAL DE PRIMAVERA ENTRE ADULTOS JUVENILES DEL AZOR DEL MED-
ITERRANEO ORIENTAL (ACCIPITER BREVIPES) A TRAVES DE EILAT, ISRAEL

RESUMEN.—Tantos como 50 000 azores del mediterraneo oriental (Accipiter brevipes) son contados dur-
ante su migracién en el limite del golfo de Agaba cada primavera. Presentamos datos de 1819 emigrantes
que fueron capturados y anillados en Eilat, Israel: 459 de 1984-88, 21 de 1989-95, y 1345 capturados
entre 1996-2000. De estos, 396 (22%) fueron hembras adultas, 631 (835%) eran machos adultos, 359
(20%) hembras juveniles, y 433 (24%) machos juveniles. Comparamos el tiempo de migracién y los
tamanos del cuerpo en emigrantes juveniles (v.gr., azores migrantes que lo hacfan por primera vez en
primavera) y adultos, y en machos y hembras. La longitud de la cuerda del ala y la masa del cuerpo en
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